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Editorial
MUSEUMS AND THE COLLECTOR
"The editor cannot help concluding with a wish that the nobility
and gentry would condescend to make their cabinets and collections
accessible to the curious as is consistent with their safety."
Thomas

Martyn,

1766.

Two hundred years after these words were written, economic pressures compelled
the British aristocracy to open the doors of the great houses to the curious
public. Today in Australia, while private collections are frequently available
to the public through National Trust open days, exhibitions in public museums,
or other means, the public collections of museums are all too rarely accessible.
Museums draw too hard a line between those things which the public may see - the
things on display - and those things the public may not see - the things in
"storage".
Of course there are some objects, such as sacred Aboriginal religious items,
gold coins, and fragile glass antiquities which, for one reason or another, cannot
be available to everyone. But museums generally put too low a priority on making
their cabinets and collections accessible.
In many cases, the public is not admitted at all to the so-called storage areas.
Yet these areas are where the bulk of the reference collections and raw materials
for research are kept. It is rare to find a museum which will, as an alternative,
bring the objects to the public for inspection under supervision.
In the battle for visitor numbers, the serious student and the serious collector
is being forgotten. Yet his research may well benefit the institution and the
progress of knowledge, and his interest may well result in tangible expressions
of support through gifts to the collection.
In the expanding museum scene, this is a small point that administrators could well
overlook in their concern for security of the collections and desire for simple,
efficient administration. But the public has a fundamental right of access,
within reason, to the public collections. Museum administrators and curators
should allow for this in their planning and staffing.
Museums are institutions which preserve, display, educate and research. They
are right to provide displays which will satisfy most of the public, and to
provide formal educational programmes for the school children who make up a
large component of the visitor numbers. But they should not make the collections
accessible only to their staff, at the expense of the scholar and collector. It
is, after all, the amateur scholar and the private collector who pioneered the
preservation, collecting and research in the field of Australiana.

Society Information
NEXT MEETING
"NEW SOUTH WALES SILVER" will be the subject of the next meeting of the Society,
on Thursday, 4th December 1980 at 7-30 pm in the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre,
16 Fitzroy Street, Kirribilli.
Noted silver collector John Houstone will give an illustrated talk on the subject.
Members are welcome to bring along pieces or photographs for discussion.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Membership subscriptions are due on 1st January each year. Current rates are:
Individual membership
Household membership
Institutional membership

$10
$15
$20

All correspondence regarding membership should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary,
Box A378, Sydney South, NSW, 2000.
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NEWSLETTER
The Australiana Society Newsletter is published four times a year in January,
April, July, and October. Newsletter contributions are welcome at any time and
should be sent to:
,, .
John Wade
Editor, Australiana Society Newsletter
kG Queens Park Road
Bondi Junction
NSW
2022
Telephone: (02) 389 9915 (a.h.)
Contributions should preferably be typed, double spaced, on A4 paper, but all
contributions will be considered no matter how presented. Line drawings in black
ink on white paper or card, and glossy black and white prints may be included. A
short biographical note on the author should accompany each article submitted
for publi cat ion.
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Australiana News
A WALK AROUND THE CROSS
Maisie Stapleton and Jenny Stackhouse have produced a six-page leaflet, "A
Walk Around The Cross", to accompany the current exhibition at Elizabeth Bay
House - "The Villas of Woolloomooloo Hill". Over forty historic and other sites
of interest in Potts Point and Elizabeth Bay are shown on the map and described
in a paragraph of the text. The walk can be done in a couple of hours and is
recommended. Pick up your leaflet first at Elizabeth Bay House.
And on the subject of places to see, should you happen to be in North Queensland,
the Far North Queensland Museums Association has published an excellent little
booklet, Heritage
Trail
of Far North
Queensland.
HYDE PARK BARRACKS
The Heritage Council of N.S.W., has acted to preserve the historic character
of the Hyde Park Barracks and the Mint Building, (see the article by James
Broadbent in the previous issue). Recommendations were made against the
intrusion of a lift and air conditioning into the third floor of the Barracks.
It is worth noting that in the Sydney press of 30th January, 1937, the demolition
of the Barracks was being opposed by those who wanted to see it turned into a
museum
ENGINEERING HERITAGE
Outside the scope of collectors, the engineering heritage of Australia - bridges,
wharves, locomotives, and so on - has found a new champion in the Heritage
Committee of the Institution of Engineers. The Institution's first Historical
Engineering Relics Committee was formed in South Australia in 197^** The Sydney
Division held a meeting on September 11th, addressed by Colin Crisp on the
wharf at Tathra, David Earle on the Queen Victoria Building, and Don Fraser on
the Long Cove Creek Bridges. The Committee aims to record and assess remains
and is appealing for information on structures to be included in a Register of
Engineering Heritage.
Address of the Sydney Division is 118 Alfred Street, (Box 138), Milsons Point,
2061; the national headquarters is at 11 National Circuit, Barton, A.C.T., 2600.
HISTORIC BUILDINGS OF TASMANIA
Adult Education in Tasmania this summer is running a school from 3rd to 10th
January on "The Historic Buildings of the Northern Midlands of Tasmania", based
at The Grange, Campbell Town, a Tudor Gothic National Trust building with two or
three beds per bedroom. Participants travel by bus each day to a large number
and variety of historic buildings and bridges, accompanied by G. Hawley Stancombe,
a well-known historian, writer, and interesting personality who provides comments,
stories and local history on each trip. Lectures are provided most evenings.
Cost for the week is $170, including full accommodation, bus hire, lectures, and
transport to and from Launceston Airport. For an extra $60 you can have bed and
breakfast at a nearby hotel instead.

