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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
NEXT MEETING
Date:

Thursday, 7th June at 8.00 p.m.

Place:

Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre,
Fitzroy Street,
Kirribilli.

Speaker:

Miss Eve Buscombe

Subject:

"Early Australian Portraits"

Eve Buscombe has written the catalogue of the portrai
exhibition which is now touring Australian art museums, and
is the author of a forthcoming book on portraits (which can
be obtained at a special pre-publication price through the
Secretary).
She is now working as a Research Assistant on a

Dictionary
Craftsmen,

of Australian Artists,
Architects,
Sculptors,
Critics and Major Collectors.
This project,

funded by ARGC, aims to give background biographic information on important Australian artists and people associated
with art generally. Assistance in this project is being
sought by Miss Buscombe, who can be contacted at the Institute of Fine Arts, University of Sydney, NSW, 2006 (telephone
02-692 3568).
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will be held on Thursday, 2nd August, 1979,
when a new committee will be elected. Nominations, with
names of the proposer and seconder, can be sent by mail and
will also be accepted from the floor. There is no provision
for mail voting under the Society's Constitution. Copies of
the Constitution may be obtained from the Secretary.

- 3 After the AGM, there will be an auction of pieces
brought along by members. Jonathon Alford has kindly offered
to conduct the auction. Pieces for auction should be brought
along by 7 p.m. to allow everyone to view them adequately.
All pieces will be auctioned "as found" so please examine
them carefully. Owners are advised to mark their pieces with
a sticker.
It is hoped that this will raise some money for the
Society's funds, which are used mostly for publications.

RECENT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY
Eskbank House excursion
The outing to Eskbank House, Lithgow on Sunday, 3rd
March proved a successful and rewarding experience to the small
number of members who braved the disastrous weather.
Members of the Lithgow Historical Society were there to look
after us, and Margaret Klam gave an informative talk on the
history of the Lithgow Pottery and its production. We were
able to inspect many pieces of Lithgow Pottery and items not
on view to the public. Special thanks go to Margaret, to Anne
Wulf who played the welcoming host, and to the Lithgow
Historical Society which contributed to the success of the
outing.
For members who have not been to Eskbank House (in
Bennett Street, Lithgow - turn off the main road at the
Lithgow City Library), we recommend you make the two hour
drive to see the finest collection of Lithgow pottery in
Australia.

- A General Meeting, 5th April
The Society met for the first time at the Kirribilli
Neighbourhood Centre in Fitzroy Street, Kirribilli, with
about thirty people attending. A good number of small items
was brought along for discussion, including a poker work
shoe box painted with waratahs, a 19th century earthenware
pepper shaker with "Advance Australia" transfer prints,
books, pottery and other pieces.
Suggestions for further discussion included a picnic
to be held in the Sydney Domain on Sunday, 16th September to
celebrate the centenary of the opening of the Garden Palace
exhibition building of 1879; an Annual Dinner for Australia
Day (suggestions for a venue would be appreciated); and a
public exhibition of objects from member's collection for
1980.
The Committee has co-opted Michel Reymond as an
additional member.

FORTHCOMING LECTURES
The following lectures of the Royal Australian Historical Society will be delivered at 6.15 p.m. on the dates
stated at History House, 133 Macquarie Street, Sydney:
May 1

Peter Moffit, "Rouse Hill House - a Reflection
of 19th Century Life".

August 7

Clive Lucas, "The Restoration of Elizabeth Bay
House".

September 25

Nigel Ashton, "Examination and Preservation of
Elizabeth Farm, Australia's Oldest House".
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The Australian Museum Society and the Australian
Society for Historical Archaeology are sponosoring the
following lecture by the renowned British industrial
archaeologist, Kenneth Hudson. The lecture will be held
at The Australian Museum, College St., Sydney, at 8 p.m.:
May 30

"Industrial Archaeology as Social History".

NEW EXHIBITIONS
1. "Colonial
Gothick",
(Elizabeth Bay House, 7 Onslow
Avenue, Elizabeth Bay 02-358 2344) an exhibition of architecture, furniture, pictures, photographs and artefacts
illustrating the Gothic' revival in Australia. Church
architecture is particularly featured. The exhibition and
the scholarly catalogue (58pp, $2.50) have been prepared
by the Curator, James Broadbent, and Dr Joan Kerr.
Exhibition opens 26th April, and will run for three months.
2. "Nineteenth and Early 20th Century Australian Pottery"
(St James Room, 7th Floor, David Jones Elizabeth Street
Store, Sydney).
More than a hundred examples of pottery from private
collections will be shown from 24th July until 4th August.
The display coincides with the launching of a book of the
same title by Marjorie Graham, published by David Ell Press
(12 Mark Street, Hunters Hill N.S.W. 2110).
The exhibition, organised by the National Trust
Women's Committee, will be opened at 12 noon on Monday, 23rd
July by Dame Joan Sutherland. Tickets ($12 each) to the
opening, which will include champagne and sandwiches, may be
obtained from the Ticket Secretary, National Trust Women's
Committee, Box 53, Edgecliff 2027.
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Hours of opening are Monday - Friday, 9.30 to 4.30,
Saturday 9.30 to 11.30. It will remain open until 8.30 on
Thursday evening. Admission is free.
The Women's Committee will be holding a raffle with a
first prize including three pieces of Mashman Pottery, pots
by Rachel Roxburgh, Anna Hamilton, Bobbie Hicks and Peter
Rushforth, perfume, a pot pourri, etc; second prize is a
ceramic tiled bird bath by Anna Hamilton, and third prize a
piece of Bendigo pottery. There will also be National Trust
goods for sale.

FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS
1. "Australian
Art Nouveau", an AGDC co-ordinated exhibition
initiated and curated by Ron Radford, Director, Ballarat Fine
Art Gallery. It will include works from all fields of fine
and decorative arts, which trace the influences and development of the Art Nouveau or gurrmut nouveau movement in
Australia.
2. Eugene von Guerard - Initiated by Frank McDonald, organised by The Australian National Gallery, and co-ordinated by
AGDC. An exhibition planned as a comprehensive survey of the
career of this major figure in Australian art of the 19th
century.
3. Domestic NeedleworkIn October 1979, Sydney will see
the opening of an exhibition which will concentrate on the
history of domestic needlework with particular emphasis on
the art of the d'oyley and Australian needlework.
Members of the Women's Domestic Needlework Group (Box
393, Wentwortli Building, University of Sydney 2006) have been
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collecting d'oyleys and other domestic needlework for the past
three years. They aim to highlight women's labour and women's
art, and the history of women's working lives both in the
domestic environment and in the textile industries.
Donations or loans of d'oyleys and needlework, historical material such as pattern books, books and magazines
which help date these objects, and related information, will
be gratefully received. The Group is assisted by the Craft
Board of the Australia Council.

